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A Relation 

Concerning the Qu : ck-fi!ver Mines in Friuli 5 Communicated by 
Dr. Edward Brown 5 co firming as well the Acctmft for¬ 
merly given of that (ubjeff, in Numb, 2. of tbefe Tranfa&i- 
ot*s, as enlarging the fame with feme Additions , 

T He Town of Idria, in the County of Goritia and Province of 
Friuli , is feated low, and encompals’d with Hills on all 
tides. A River of tire fame name runs by it, which although 
Leandro terms it fuperbisftmo fume d' Idria, yet I found fmall 
and (hallowat the time when 1 was there; though upon plenti¬ 
ful Raine it proves fufficient to convey down the Firr-Trees 
and other Wood required in the building of the Mines, and alfo 
for Fuel required in the fervice of them: And to this end there 
is an handfome work of Piles made {leaping athwart the Rivet 
(after the fame manner as I obferv’d in Nov [cl in upper Hun¬ 
gary crofs the River Gran ;) to flop the Trees, which are cut 
down, and caft into the River above this place, 

What is chiefly confideiable in this Town, are the guick- 
//aw-Mines, very well known to the Neighbouring parts, and 
exceeding ufeful to many at greater diftance. 

The entrance into thtfe Mines is nor high, or upon an Hill,as 
in many other Mines •, but in the Town it feif, whereby they are 
fomewhat the more troubled with Water, againft which they are 
provided with many excellent Engins and Devices, as at other 
deep Mines. The deepeft part of the Mine from the entrance,is 
between 120 and 130 fathoms. 

Of the Quick-filver of this Mine they make two forts : The 
one they call Ittngfraw, that is, Virgin- Quick fil ver; the other, 
plain Quickfilver. Virgin-Mwcmy they call that, whichdifeo- 
vers it felf without the help ofFne; and is either plainly to be 
feen in the Ore, or falls down in little drops in the Mine, and 
fometimes ftrtams out in good quantity; as about fevenycais 
agoe it tan out of the Earth at fit ft in a ftreame as fmall as a 
thted, and afterwards, as big as a pack*thred,but ceas’d in three 
or cu‘ dayes. 

That alfo is accounted r/V^V.-Quickfilver, which, having no 
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need to pafs the fire, is feparated by water firft in a Sive, and af 
terwards in a long trough, having very fmall holes at one end. 
So that there are in a manner two forts of Virgin- Mercury •, the 
one, running out and difeovering itfelf without labour ; theo- 
ther, requiring fome way of Extraction and reparation, though 
not fo high an one, as by Fire. 

PUine Quickfiiver they name that, which is not at firfl per¬ 
ceived by the Eye , or rails from the Ore, but is forc’d out by 
Eire. And this they obtaine out of the Ore, or out of the Cin- 
naber of Mercury, which they digg out of this Mine. The Ore 
of this Mine is of a dark colour, mix'd with red. But the beft 
is an hard ftone 5 which they commit not prefently to the opera¬ 
tion of the ’ ire, but powder it grofsly, and work it by the Sive;" 
that fo,if any r/ 7 g/»-quickfiIver be found in it, it may be fepa¬ 
rated in this manner, and what doth not pafs the Sive, maybe 
feparated by Fire in Jron-furnaces; Fifty of them in a Fire. 

The Quickfiiver-ore of this Mineisthericheftof all Ores , t 
have yet feen; for ordinarily it contains in it halfe Quickfiiver, 
and in two p ires of Ore one part of Quickfiiver, and fometimes- 
in 3. parts of Ore, two parts of Qg ckfiiver. 

I went into the Mine by the Pitt of St. Agatha , and came up, 
again by that of St Barbara, dtfeending and afeending by Lad¬ 
ders. I afeended at one of 639. ftaves or fathoms. Andre - 
of Siferusy\n Kirchcrs Mund Subierraneus , makes fuch a dread¬ 
ful defeription of this Mine, that it might difeoutage any from 
attempting the defeent; which makes me doubt. Whether he 
had been in any other Mine, efpecially where the defeent is made 
by Ladders. 

This Mine, I was inform’d, hath been wrought 200. years* 
about the fame fp ice of time with Nervfol - Vtine, but <.oms much 
fliort in,time of the Silver-mine at Schemnitz • and much ibor- 
ter yet of the notable Lead-mines in upper Carinthia Some 
hundreds of raen are employed about thisMine or IdriaS of which 
the chief Officers are the Prefect, the Controller, and the 
Judge. 

I heard no complaint of the Damp of this-Mine, nsl have 
heard of divers others* Yet the wot - men are fufficiently milchie- 
v’d wtti.osit them : for, chough they be not fuddtniy fuffccared, 
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yet the Mercury getting into their Bodies, they are languishing* 
ly deftroyed by it. Much iefs could I hear any news of eith e 
noxious or innocent Apparitions, Virunculi &c. fuch as fome 
write , and many talk of in other Mines. 

In a Laboratory, where the Qiiickfilver is feparated byFire,! 
faw an heap of 16000. Retorts of Iron 5 every one of which cofts 
a Crown at the beft hand from the Iron-furnaces in Carintbia. 
There are 8co. Retorts and as many Recipients employ’d to¬ 
gether, in drawing over the Quickfilver in 16. Furnaces? jo.in 
each Furnace, 25. of a fide, 12. above, and 13. below of 
each fide. 

tflum 12,when I was there, they carried out 40. Sattmes of 
Quickfilver into forrain parts, each Saums containing 315.pound 
weight, tothe value 01400 ducats of Gold. Though the con¬ 
veyance be noteafy , yet fome isfent as farras Cremnitz'\x\ Hun¬ 
gary , for the ufe of the Gold-mines; and very much carried a- 
way South < ard. For, though theR ver by the Town be but 
fmall, yet they are not very farr from the sontius or Lyfonzo , a 
confiderable River, which runs into the Gulf of Trie fie in the 
Adriatick Sea. 

In theCaftle I faw 3000 Saumes of Quickfilver tog ther, in 
barrels ? the Quickfilver being firfl: made up in double leather: 
And in another houfe as much rich Ore, as can be diftill’d in 2. 
years, except they have great plenty of rain to bring down the 
wood? but, the Hills being high about them,it fnows at the tops 
of them oftner than it rains. 

The Countrys, through which I pafs’d, are Angularly well 
wooded , and well ftor’d with fair Trees, wherein, befide fuch as 
grow with us in England, are fhtely /7 m, Lurches, Fines y Pinaf- 
terSy PiceaSy and that nobly crifped and well grain’d kind of A- 
ffr,whereof Viols and Violins are made: Whereof there is alfo 
plenty in the Country of Salt&burg and Carintbia. 

Travelling fometimesinthe nighr, we had continually about 
us a great number of large Glow-worms , which put into papers 
gave a dimm light like Candles in Lanthorns? and the Aire al¬ 
io full of flaming Flyes , affording fome delight to us. 

The way unto th s place I found difficult ? for, travelling from 
places on the borders of Croatia by Loviich y I was faine topafs 
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over great mountains, and coming from it, I pafs’d over Swart- 
zenberg or the Black mountain, from whence I defcended 10. 
miles in a rocky Country , and fai r more ftony than the Crart or 
Campus lafidofus in Provence ; and fo to Aidofchini and Goritia , 
and leaving tne SSlavonian behind , entred into the Lingua Ful- 
lana , and fo onto this Noble and incomparably fortified City; 
where being yet uncertain, whether I fliould goto Venice y I 
would not omit to prefent you this accompt, which I befeech 
you to accept from &c. 

talma nova in Friuli June 15. 1669. 

An Accomptfrom the [ante Dr. Brown 
Concerning an Vn-comm on Lake , calledthe Zirchnitzer-Se:y'/i 
Carmola. 

H A ring crofs'd the River Dravus , and pafs’d Mount Lui- 
bcl in the Carnick Alpes , by that noble pafTage, cut 
through the Rooks, and vaulted like that of Paufilype near Na¬ 
ples , I had a defire to take a view of the Lakeot Zirchnitz , fo 
much fpokenof, and written on by fo fewj and therefore I 
went unto Crainburg upon the River Savus , and fo to Labacb , 
the chief City of Carniola ; from whence I continued my Jour¬ 
ney in Carniola betwixt the Hills and a great Marlh, till I came 
to Brounizza, two leagues from whence and beyond the Hills 
is feated the faid Lake, receiving that name from Zirchnitz , a 
town of about 300. houfes. 

This Lake is near two German Miles long, and one broad. 
On the South-fide thereof lyes a great Forreft, wherein are 
many Deer, and wild Boares, Wolves and Bears. On the 
North fide the Country is flat ; but the whole Valley is eacom- 
paffed with Hills, at fome diftance from it. 

This Lake is well fill’d with Water for the greateft part of the 
Year; but in the Month of $une it finketh under ground,not on¬ 
ly by percolation or falling through the pores of the Earth, but 
retireth under ground, through many great holes at the bottom 
of it: And in the Month of September it returns by the fame, and 
fo in a very fhorttime fills up the Valley again. 

As the time of the waters Defcent is fhort, efpecially when 
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